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Innovative quality journalism 
on the rise
First projects presented for the ‘Vienna Media Initiative’, second round submissions are underway


The first round of the Vienna Media Initiative funding programme for high-quality journalism projects has been completed: Mayor Michael Ludwig and City Councillor Peter Hanke presented the 23 selected media projects at the town hall today, together with jury member Daniela Kraus, General Secretary of the Concordia Press Club.
“The first round for promoting innovative new media proposals has been a great success and confirms the Viennese approach to supporting high-quality media projects,” summarises Mayor Michael Ludwig.

The Vienna Media Initiative is the first media funding programme of its kind in Austria and was started in November 2019 as part of the realignment of the City of Vienna's communication policy.
“With this step of promoting journalism, we are taking a pioneering approach – the coronavirus crisis in particular has just demonstrated the importance to our society of serious news formats to counter fake news and provide certainty in uncertain times,” Ludwig continues.
A total of 47 projects have been submitted since November last year, 23 of which are now being funded. 14 of these are included in the major ‘Media Project’ funding programme, which supports the implementation of new, high-quality media with up to 100,000 euros. The second programme ‘Media Start’ supports the development of ideas to the extent that they can be implemented in the next step.
Media and Business Councillor Peter Hanke: “A business location is also characterised by a rich media landscape. This is true not only for Vienna. In addition, quality media create high-quality jobs. This is because good research requires well-trained journalists. So I hope that as many Viennese media professionals as possible will benefit from this funding.”
The Vienna Media Initiative is managed by the Vienna Business Agency. This year, 2.5 million euros in funding will be distributed; a total of 7.5 million euros will be available up to the end of 2022. The second round of submissions for the Vienna Media Initiative is already underway. The closing date for submissions is May 31.
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Innovative projects for the future of quality journalism
An extremely broad spectrum of projects has been submitted. These range from the inclusion of different target groups via digital platforms, to focusing on local Viennese journalism, to offers for Viennese with a migration background. Participants included large, well-known media companies, local media and freelance journalists.
The submissions were checked by a first-class jury, including Christopher Buschow, Professor of Media Management at Bauhaus University Weimar, and Margarete Jahrmann, Professor of Design and Game Design at Zurich University.

Jury member Daniela Kraus, General Secretary of the Concordia Press Club and expert in practice-oriented journalism and media research: “Independent journalism makes a significant contribution to our democratic coexistence. Media funding must be based on quality and not on quantity, so I’m particularly pleased about the high calibre of submissions, ranging from large media companies to complete newcomers.”

All information about the funded projects and funding programmes can be found on the Vienna Business Agency website: www.wirtschaftsagentur.at.
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